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Coordinator’s Corner
On Saturday, October 2nd, Donna, June, Larry and I spent a rainy day in Milton attending the
Co-ordinators‟ Conference. We are only supposed to have 3 people from each group so I
was thrilled to have such great and enthusiastic representation from our Halton Master
Gardener Group.
We are always polled as to our concerns ahead of time and the conference is structured
accordingly. The first speaker, Denise Edwards, gave a very practical and informative talk
entitled Will Your Master Gardener Group Have Productive Volunteers in the Future?
She gave out an excellent handout which provided a framework for dealing with the
challenges of strengthening and maintaining a volunteer programme such as ours. We came
away with a host of ideas to keep our group growing and strong. These ideas are adaptable
to any volunteer group, not just Master Gardeners.
The MGOI AGM took place at the conference and James Lee announced that he was
stepping down after 5 years as MGOI president. Marie Johns will be taking over for June
Streadwick, as Zone 5 Director. Marie was the Co-ordinator of the Niagara MG‟s.
After the AGM, we enjoyed an excellent lunch of hot soup, sandwiches and wraps with
cookies and squares for dessert in the greenhouse and got a chance to bid on the many and
varied silent auction items and browse the used book sale. The conference is free to attend
and is funded by these two activities as well as a 50/50 draw. I know June came away with
several books in hand and perhaps a large wooden obelisk as well! Thanks very much to
Sheila McCallum for her generous donation of a hummingbird feeder for the silent auction.
The afternoon started off with each MG group giving highlights of their activities while Kelly
Noel projected photos of the group and their location. Given the size of Ontario, it is amazing
to see how far away some groups have to travel to attend this conference! The rest of the
afternoon was spent in break out groups brainstorming two topics: Helping Volunteers
Move Beyond their Comfort Zone and Motivating Volunteers. The ideas generated will
help our members build self-confidence and become more involved were practical and
motivating.
The Co-ordinators Conference is a great way to get to know your organization. It is certainly
not just for co-ordinators and I encourage you to volunteer to attend next year. You will be
glad that you did!

Claudette Sims

Perennial plant of the year for 2011
Arkansas Blue Star (Amsonia hubrichtii)

its foliage turns a spectacular lemony
golden yellow. Plant three or more
Amsonia spaced 3 to 4 feet apart to
achieve maximum autumn foliar impact.

Arkansas Blue Star was named by the
Perennial Plant Association for its ability
to be able to grow in many parts of the
country, its attractive blue flowers in the
spring, and outstanding golden-yellow
foliage in the fall.
1. To be a winner, plants must meet
the selection process, which
includes:
2. Suitability for a wide range of
climate types
3. Low maintenance
4. Ease of propagation-easily
comes true from seed or
vegetative propagation
5. Multiple seasonal interests
Flowering is just a prelude to its other
attributes. In May pale „bluestar‟ flowers
bloom for 2 to 3 weeks. Its blue-green,
fine textured summer foliage is highly
resistant to disease and insect problems
and is considered deer proof. In October

Patty King

Amsonia forms strong stems under full
day sunlight; in less than ideal
conditions they may be weak or floppy.
It grows in any well-drained soil with a
pH range from 5.6 -6.8. Established
plants are heat, humidity, and drought
tolerant.
Furthermore, don‟t overlook another
perennial favorite, Willow Bluestar (A.
tabernaemontana).
Past winners:
2010 Baptisia australis
2009 Hakonechloa macra „Aureola‟
2008 Geranium „Rozanne‟
2007 Nepeta „Walkers Low‟
2006 Dianthus gratianopolitanus
„Feuerhexe‟
2005 Helleborus xhybridus

Gardens & Quilts of Pennsylvania
Elaine & I spent a wonderful 2 weeks at
the end of July touring Pennsylvania.
First stop was the 2010 Quilt Odyssey in
Hersey. We were surprised by the huge
crowd waiting to get into the show. We
stood in line for almost 1 hour. These
people are obviously serious quilters.
The show featured over 100 of the finest
quilts from across the USA and Canada.
The quilts range in size from 12 inch
square miniatures to large quilts over
100 inches square.

Our second day was a visit to the
Hersey Gardens. From the admissions
desk a short wooded pathway opened
up into a fabulous rose garden. It
seemed that every one of the 5000 plus
roses in the collection were in bloom. A
smaller rose garden set away from the
main rose garden features a collection
of old garden roses. A Children‟s
Garden has been developed as a place
where children can play and learn about
plants. The arboretum features
numerous specimen trees and shrubs.
Other sections of this 23 acre oasis
feature perennials, annuals, herbs and
ornamental grasses. There is something
of interest to all who come for a visit.

to
Grape Harvest Quilt
No one is allowed touch the quilts other
than the “White Glove Angels” who
hover about the exhibition room. The
reason for this is that our hands have
natural oils that over time will stain and
possibly break down the quilt fibres. The
4 day quilting odyssey also offered
workshops and lectures to those who
wish to learn more about this craft.

Hersey Rose Garden
Just up the road is Lancaster is the
region where the Amish farm using
horses and mules to pull the farm
implements. Our first look at this farming
method was 4 mules pulling a hay baler.
There are lots of shops to buy furniture
and crafts made by the Amish.
The highlight of our trip was the 2 days
we spent at Longwood Gardens built by
Pierre S. Du Pont in the early 1900‟s.

Our first day at Longwood must have
been the hottest and most humid day of
the summer. It is hard to know where to
start visiting this magnificent garden of
over 1000 acres with the imposing
conservatory. With map in hand we set
out to explore the featured areas of
Longwood. Along the meandering
pathways we encountered the Flower
Garden Walk of annuals, the 600 ft long
allée of bald cypress trees, the outdoor
rose garden, the topiary garden (not my
favourite way of treating a plant), idea
garden where Longwood students
demonstrate their creativity and
horticultural skills, the perennial gardens
with the continuous cycle of blooms and
the vegetable demonstration garden. An
Italian water garden with the clipped ivy
and manicured lawns surround the
reflecting blue pools of water and
fountains.
New additions to the garden in the
forested area are three tree houses built
from reclaimed material. The Canopy
Cathedral tree house uses reclaimed
wood from a toothpaste factory in
Toronto. The tree houses are supported
from the ground beneath the tree so
they do not touch and interfere with the
branches of the tree.

The conservatory, like the gardens,
houses a variety of plants in separate
display areas. The main magnificent
glassed in space called the Orangery
was named so because originally
oranges were grown in this space. The
Orangery is now filled with begonia,
canna, fushia, impatiens, shrimp plants
and numerous other tropical plants. The
Palm House contains a collection of
unusual palms and cycads. Outside in
the court yard area is the aquatic plant
display of cannas, water lilies, papyrus,
taro and the giant water platters with
their undersides of 2 to 3 inch long
thorns.

Giant Water Platter Underside
In comparison to these thorns, roses
don‟t have thorns just little prickles.
An indoor rose garden is used to
produce long stemmed roses in the
middle of winter. A Ballroom is situated
next to a magnificent pipe organ that
boosts 10,010 pipes in it repertoire.
In another part of the conservatory was
a section devoted to the creation of
perfumes from fragrances found in
nature. A collection of bottled fragrances
was displayed with a description of how
fragrances are created. At a special
panel each visitor could select 3
fragrances to make their own personal
fragrance.

Canopy Cathedral Tree House

Storm over Philadelphia

Conservatory
The Peirce-du Pont house is a museum
of the history of the garden. The house
is very modest in comparison to the
grandeur of the outdoor gardens and
conservatory. The gardens were built
not only for the pleasure of the du Pont
family and friends but for the public to
come and enjoy. During the summer,
evening concerts are held at the Main
Fountain Gardens. The hundreds of
fountains shoot water 130 ft into the air
in concert with light and music.

Our homeward bound trip took us to
Gettysburg National Military Park. A 20
minute film provided a brief history of
the Battle of Gettysburg. After the film
an escalator took visitors to an elevated
platform to experience a light and sound
show depicting the battle fields below
where we were standing.
Our last stop was a visit to Flight 93
National Memorial. The US National
Park Service is in charge of building a
memorial to the 40 crew and
passengers who lost their lives in the
Sept 11, 2001 terrorist attack.
Despite the warm temperatures and
high humidity we enjoyed our trip
through Pennsylvania. It is a state filled
with history that would take many trips
to see.
For more info see these webpages:


Italian Garden
During our stop in the Philadelphia area
we did take one day to drive into the city
to visit the Rodin Museum and The
Philadelphia Museum of Art. Late in the
afternoon of that day a huge storm of
high winds and downpours of rain
passed through the city cooling down
the temperature and lowering the
humidity. What a relief!

Lorne Sparrow

Longwood Gardens
http://www.longwoodgardens.org/



Peirce-du-Pont House
http://www.longwoodgardens.org/He
ritage%20Exhibit%20Tour%20of%2
0the%20Peircedu%20Pont%20House.html



Quilt Odyssey
https://server7.pacecomputing.com/
quiltodysseycom/www/index.php



Gettysburg National Military Park
http://www.nps.gov/gett



Hersey Gardens
http://www.hersheygardens.org/

Workshops & Technical
Garden Event

 An Evening with Freeman Patterson
Saturday, November 6, 2010; In
celebration of the International Year of
Biodiversity, the Oakville Horticultural
Society is proud to present Freeman
Patterson for the inspirational
show: Gardening with what you have.
For info go to:
http://www.oakvillehort.org/Special%20Eve
nt%20Freeman%20Patterson.html

Halton Master Gardener
Meetings








November 3rd
December 1st
February 2nd
March 2nd
March 30th
May 4th
June 1st

Check our website for details of future
meetings at
www.haltonmastergardeners.mgoi.ca/Meetin
gs.php

Updates

o October 19 at 7:00 p.m. – Norfolk
County Master Gardeners present
Carson Arthur "How Green is Your
Garden? Environmentally Friendly
Solutions to Ecofriendly Gardens" at
Eising Greenhouses & Garden Centre,
814 Cockshutt Road, Simcoe, Ontario.
Free admission.
o October 19th-20th Landscape Ontario
Expo Toronto Congress Centre
www.loexpo.ca
o October 30 – Simcoe County Master
Gardeners present a Technical Update
at the Simcoe County Museum near
Midhurst ON. – Garden Design 2010 For
You. The cost is $40 for Master
Gardeners and $45 for others which
includes lunch. Four excellent speakers
plus a silent auction table. Please
contact John Craw
o January 8, 2011 – Toronto Master
Gardeners Technical Update at Toronto
Botanical Garden, 777 Lawrence Avenue
East. Sustainable Horticulture –
Speakers: Dr. David A. Galbraith,
"Exploring Sustainability and
Naturalization of Urban Gardens"; Dr.
Rebecca Hallett, "Are you Bugged?
Getting to Know the Good Insects in
Your Garden."; Sean James,
"Susatainable Gardening: Making it
Happen". Cost is $35.00 including lunch.
Contact: Registration Coordinator: Linda
Boyko lboyko@kpmg.ca
 Halton Region MG Technical Update,
September 17th , 2011

